
 
CHULMLEIGH COMMUNITY WELCOME 

We are a group of local residents working together to welcome a refugee family, displaced by the 

Syrian war, to Chulmleigh. Many of us will have seen the pictures of refugees on the move or stuck 

in camps and felt helpless. Their plight is back in the news and nearly nine years on from the start of 

the war the camps are still filling up. This is our chance to do something for one family. 

Known as community sponsorship, this is a home office scheme, in partnership with Devon County 

and District council. The family will probably come from one of the settlements or camps in 

countries neighbouring Syria (where there is a huge waiting list of families waiting to be resettled) 

and they will be fully security vetted. We have the support of the Pickwell foundation who have 

already helped welcome families to Georgeham and Barnstaple and will be our lead sponsor and 

legal entity. The family will have full refugee rights, including the right to work, attend school, access 

the health service, benefits and so on. From the aid budget there is some funding towards the costs 

of schooling and learning English. 

Our job as a group is to help find and equip a house suitable for a small family, probably from the 

private rental market, which will accept housing benefit and needs to be available for two years. To 

raise at least 9,000 pounds to cover the cost of interpreters and for extras like laptops or taxi fares. 

To make sure the various agencies such as schools and surgeries are aware that the family is coming 

and will welcome them. To help the family, particularly in the first few weeks negotiate all the things 

that newcomers to this country need to do from local shops, buses, utilities, school uniform, 

benefits, applying for jobs and so on. And above all to welcome the whole family to the community, 

the activities, the friendship networks, the countryside and everything else Chulmleigh has to offer. 

Some people's first question is why somewhere as rural and isolated as Chulmleigh? It's a good 

question. Part of the answer is at the moment these families are living in horrendous conditions. We 

can offer them a stepping stone to a new life in a safe and nurturing environment, so that the 

children can do basic things like attend school and their lives can begin to move forward. Our 

commitment to them is for a year. Hopefully it will be for longer - but they don't have to stay.  

This is something that other villages and small towns including Braunton, Bideford, Ottery St Mary, 

Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton are doing successfully and we believe Chulmleigh can do it too. The 

refugee families already in Devon (many who come from rural areas) are settling amazingly well and 

some have offered to help the Chulmleigh family. The stories from these villages is that the 

experience is hugely rewarding and transformative for the community as well as the refugees. 

We have already formed a small group (from Chulmleigh and the surrounding villages) willing and 

determined to make this happen, but there is plenty to do and we need more help. We are dividing 

the roles into small chunks and teams and we think the journey will be fun! If you think you can help 

in any way - whether it is spreading the word, helping with one of our fundraisers, joining and 

helping our core group, offering lifts or introductions to the family when they arrive - please get in 

touch. We will hold a public meeting and the Pickwell Foundation and others who have already 

welcomed a family have offered to answer questions. Before we do that we are gradually going out 

to our friends and network groups to garner support and we would love you to join us!  
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